
By accelerating the funding, design and
construction of eight key Everglades
restoration project components, the
Everglades ecosystem will experience
positive benefits much sooner and in 
a more cost-effective manner. 

� C-43 (Caloosahatchee River)
West Reservoir

� Everglades Agricultural Area
Reservoir A-1 with Bolles 
Canal Improvements

�  Everglades Agricultural Area
Stormwater Treatment 
Area Expansion

�  Picayune Strand (Southern Golden
Gate Estates) Restoration

�  C-44 (St. Lucie Canal)
Reservoir/Stormwater 
Treatment Area

� Water Preserve Areas

�  Biscayne Bay Coastal 
Wetlands - Phase 1

�  C-111 Spreader Canal - Phase 1

Acceler8
STEPPING UP THE PACE TO RESTORE AMERICA'S EVERGLADES

Everglades Agricultural Area Reservoir A-1

AUGUST 2006

Project Description  
This Acceler8 project is a component of the larger Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA)
Reservoir Project and is designed to provide significant additional water storage in the
southern region of the Everglades Agricultural Area. The project is an aboveground
reservoir for water storage, with a capacity of 190,000 acre-feet, or 62 billion gallons, 
at a depth of 12.5 feet. The reservoir will be constructed on a 16,700-acre parcel of land
situated north of Stormwater Treatment Area 3/4 and between the Miami and North
New River canals.

Purpose and Benefits   
• Capture, move and store regulatory releases from Lake Okeechobee, 

reducing the number and volume of harmful discharges to coastal estuaries

• Reduce water levels in Lake Okeechobee when needed, benefitting the lake’s 
environmental health and recovery

• Capture, move and store agricultural stormwater runoff, reducing the need 
for emergency flood control backpumping into Lake Okeechobee  

• Provide additional water to meet Everglades water demands, lessening water 
supply dependency on Lake Okeechobee

• Improve operational flexibility to move water within the EAA, including flow 
equalization and optimization of Stormwater Treatment Area performance to 
further reduce phosphorus inflows to the Everglades

• Improve flood protection for lands adjacent to the Bolles canal

• Provide public access and recreational opportunities

Project Status  
Final reservoir design has been initiated. Test cell investigations and water flow modeling
are complete. Seepage canal design is complete, with excavation beginning August 2006.

Real Estate: 100% acquired.
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South Florida Water Management District
3301 Gun Club Road
West Palm Beach, Florida 33406
561-686-8800 • FL WATS 1-800-432-2045
www.sfwmd.gov

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 24680
West Palm Beach, FL 33416-4680

ACCELER�

EVERGLADES AGRICULTURAL AREA RESERVOIR A-1

Located in western Palm Beach County, this Acceler8 project will capture, move and store regulatory water releases from 
Lake Okeechobee, reducing harmful discharges to the coastal estuaries and will improve the treatment capabilities of STAs. 
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Estimated Annual Operating Cost: $1.7 million per year
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